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Enlisted men in work detail
coveralls at Fort Worden, WA,
photo from the mid-1910s, Note
rank chevrons on sleaves of
several of the men. (Puget Sound
Coast Artillery Museum)

Officer and enlisted men in work
detail coveralls at Fort Worden, WA,
photo dated 1924/25. Lt. Oliver
Hazen is standing in the bottom
row, third from the left, wearing a
campaign hat and the Sam Brown
£ belt with the M1910 jacket. (Puget

Sound Coast Artillery Museum).

o ..r"'
0

Officers of the
59th Coast Artillery
Regiment, C.A.C,,
Fort Mills, the
Philippines, 1937,
Col George Ruhlen,
commanding (seated
fith from left)
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In 1922 the officer’s uniform acquired a much-loved
accessory, the “Sam Brown” belt with shoulder strap
(which remained in use through 1942 when some frills
of the uniforms were dropped in favor of more practical
fashions).

Only minor alterations in uniforms occurred up until
1924. At this time the brass insignia was changed from
gold for dress uniforms and black for field service to gold
for all uniforms. This dressed up the olive drab coat.

The next major change was in 1927. The standing
collar gave way to an open necked design with flat lapels.
Some minor adjustment were made over the next ten years
for trends in style, but this basic pattern would remain in
use into modern times, the major changes being in mate-
rial and color. Except in detail and color the officers and
enlisted men’s uniforms were fairly similar in style. Up to
1927 the officers coat and trousers were the same color.
After this time the trousers would be changed to a shade of
gray and the coat to a darker shade of olive green/brown,
introducing what became known as “pinks and greens”.
The enlisted uniform colors remained about the same.

1920s-1930s uniforms

(left) Soldier in work dungarees over service uniform,
(middle) sergent in service uniform, men in brown & blue work deniums,

(right) officer in service uniform
(Greg Hagge photo collection)
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In 1943 another detail was changed—the black silk/wool necktie was replaced with a tan necktie. This
basic uniform (1927 pattern) remained in use until 1957. The current Class-A dress coat is basically the
same cut but in a different color. The Second World War did not bring many changes in uniforms for the
Coast Artillery. The officers and men tended to use the regulation service uniform for duty/off duty and
the various field uniforms and accessories for daily wear. The M 1941 short waist jacket was very popular.
Being “stateside” and not in combat, the CAC attire did not change much from the pre-war times. The
M1917A1 “dish pan” style helmet eventually was replaced with the new M1 “steel pot.” The field gear was
replaced with the new M1944 pattern in dark olive green. Generally the supply system cycled out the old
material, as new material became available. The next major change of style for the army was the general
introduction of the M1944 field uniform, the “Tke” jacket. This was intended to be a combat dress, styled
on the British field uniform. State side troops received this outfit along with the rest of the army.

8 Officer at
Fort Worden,
WA, in the

1930s,
wearing a
M1927-style
jacket and a
Sam Brown
~ belt (Puget

Sound Coast

Artillery
Museum)
Capt. Harry
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Coast Artillery soldiers in WW Il-era service uniforms and coats with a
M1910 azimuth scope at Fort Story, VA in the 1940s.
(Shawn Welch collection)

J. Harrison
~ inaservice
~ uniform
at Fort
MacArthur
. in 1941(Fort
MacArthur
Museum
collection)

1sr, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and
9th Coast Artillery District
shoulder patches (1940s)
(Greg Hagge Collection)




CDSG Monograph 581

Colonel Fulton Q.C. Gardner, CAC, at the Coast Artillery School, Private Norman E. Hope, Harbor Defenses of Portsmouth,

Fort Monroe, VA, c. 1935. The officer-style coast artillery in- NH, 1942. Typical enlisted man dress uniform 1930-

signia are on his lapels and the coast artillery school distictive 1945. Note the circular coast artillery collar insignia on

unit insignias (DUIs) are on his shoulder straps above his rank the upper jacket lapel and the distictive insignia for the

insignia. (courtesy the Gardner family) 22nd Coast Artillery Regiment on the lower lapel. He
is wearing the Eastern Defense Command patch on his
sholder, which were worn stateside after 1941. (courtesy
Norman E. Hope)

European Theater of Operations, circa 1945.
Among the mix of styles here, most men are wearing the short-waisted M1944 “lke” jackets. The fourth man from the
left is dressed in the pre-war style “pinks and greens.” The second man from the right is dressed in a service uniform
that was similar to those worn at the stateside coast artillery posts.



